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Streame. As we Desended it we saw Maney Rattel Snakes
Swimming Across it and Kild them. The Next Day we Arived
at the Villeag where we tarread two Days. This Beaing the
last Part of Sept these People had Eavery artickel of Eating in
thare way In abundans. I shall Give Sum acount of these Peo-
ple and the Countrey. These People are Cald Saukeas. Thay
are of a Good Sise and Well Disposed—Les Inclind to tricks
and Bad manners than thare Nighbers. Thay will take of the
traders Goods on Creadit in the fall for thare youse. In Win-
ter and Except for Axedant thay Pay the Deapt [debt] Verey
Well for Indans I mite have sade Inlitend or Sivelised Indans
which are in General made worse by the Operation. Thare
Villeag is Bilt Cheafely with Plank thay Hugh Out of Wood—
that is ye uprite—the top is Larch [arched] Over with Strong
Sapplins Sufficient to Suport the Roof and Covered with Barks
which Makes them a tile roof. Sum of thare Huts are Sixtey
feet Long and Contanes Several fammalayes. Thay Rase a Plat-
foarm on Each Side of thare Huts About two feet high and
about five feet Broad on which thay Seat & Sleap. Thay have
no flores But Bild thar fire on the Ground in the Midel of the
Hut and have a Hole threw the Ruf for the Smoke to Pas.”® In
the fall of ye Year thay Leave thare Huts and Go into the
Woods in Quest of Game and Return in the Spring to thare
Huts before Planting time. The Women Rase Grate Crops of
Corn, Been, Punkens, Potatoes, Millans and artikels—the Land
is Exaleant—& Clear of Wood Sum Distans from the Villeag.
Thare [are] Sum Hundred of Inhabitants. Thare amusements
are Singing, Dancing, Smokeing, Matcheis, Gameing, Feasting,
Drinking, Playing the Slite of Hand, Hunting and thay are
famas in Mageack. Thay are Not Verey Gellas of thare Women.
In General the Women find Meanes to Grattafy them Selves
without Consent of the Men. The Men often join War parties
with other Nations and Go aganst the Indans on the Miseure &
west of that. Sometimes thay Go Near St. Fee in New Mexico
and Bring with them Spanish Horseis. I have sean meney of

59 For the site of this Sauk village see ante. p. 282, note 96.—Eb.
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